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Announcements 

 
CCCC Christmas Party December 
3 at Terry and Juanita  Gilbertôs 
house 
 
Corvette Events: 
 
Check for upcoming events on the 
Confederation Calendar: 
http://www.localendar.com/public/c
onfederation  
 
Newsletter Notice: 
 
This will be the last Newsletter until 
2012.  Have a Happy and safe 
Holidays  

 
 
To see the USA in a Chevrolet, contact our Sponsor
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President: Mary Berkowitz      mdberkowitz1@cox.net 

Vice President: Robert Leeds           rleeds@whitneybank.com 

Secretary: Felix Famularo       ffamularo@aol.com 

Treasurer: Elisha Darcey                  edarcey@timespicayune.com  
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Joe Mesa                             corvette-zr1@cox.net 
James Boudreaux         jboudreaux@aol.com 

Michael Leeds         laorange@bellsouth.net 

Bill Folse          b3folse@aol.com 

Joseph Jones         jjones86@cox.net 
Richard Plauche         pesi@cox.net 
Gordon Willhoft         gwillhoft@cox.net 

Bob Darcey                                               bdarcey1@hotmail.com  

Howard Walker                                       c6cruzin@yahoo.com 

 
Immediate Past President: Richard Buckheister 
 

President Emeritus: Terry Gilbert 
 
Webmaster:  Wayne Latour 
Membership Director: Richard Plauche 
Newsletter Editor:  Richard Buckheister 
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PRESIDENTôS SIGNAL 

NOVEMBER 2011 

 

Hi Everyone, 

It has been a busy time since my last article.  

The board met on the 7
th
 of November and the General Membership was held on November 11

th
 at Trey 

Yen Restaurant in Covington. We had to do a Friday night meeting since there were no available 

weekends in November to do a Saturday Traveling meeting. On Saturday November 12
th
 members 

traveled to Thibodeaux for the ñThibodeauxville Festivalò. Bob and Jimmy Leeds won the ñBest Corvette 

Awardò. 

Northshore Corvette Club held their first Annual Car Show on November 19
th
. They had 139 Corvettes 

registered and it was a great show. Crescent City Corvette Club Winners included Bob and Jimmie Leeds 

and Bernie and Sissy Couevas who both won awards in their class. Ken Klein won Best Wheels. 

Check the articles and photos of all the activities the club members have been participating in. 

Dr. Daveôs ñCardigras Showò is scheduled for Saturday November 26
th
. E-mails have gone out about the 

show with all the information. 

Our Annual Christmas Party is scheduled for Saturday, December 3
rd

 at the home of Terry and Juanita 

Gilbert. I will be mailing a letter to all members this week with directions and additional information. 

If you havenôt already submitted your renewal please do so. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Christmas Party. 

Have a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving. 

Mary 

Save the Wave 
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No Start, No FOB Recognized and Humble Pie 
 

On Friday before the Homecoming parade I decided to check out my convertible and do any needed last minute touch up.  
Much to my surprise the car would not start so after an hour on the battery charger all was well.  Then on Saturday I 
thought I should clean some of the dust that accumulated while riding around the track at Ridgewood.  This was in 
preparation of the Veterans Parade on Sunday that I definitely wanted to make.  Again the car would not start so I opened 
the hood.  While looking at the battery it occurred to me that it was the original, making it 5 ½ years old, and therefore 
time for a new one.  When I was putting in the new battery I dropped a socket extension and I did not hit the ground.  
Forty minutes later I was able, after some disassembly, to retrieve it.  Nothing is easy, even changing a battery.  So with a 
new battery in the car I get in to start it and L ǎŜŜ ŀ άƴƻ Ch. ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘέ message in the DIC and therefore no start.  Ok it 
must be the battery in the FOB. So I go and buy 2 new CR032 batteries and install them on both FOBs.  No joy because I still 
got ŀ άƴƻ Ch. ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘέ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ L ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǾŜ ōƻȄ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
easing my anxiety for Sunday somewhat.  At this time I was wishing for a key that would just turn the ignition switch but I 
am stuck with a FOB and a button. 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜǊǊƻǊ L Ŏŀƭƭ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƻŜ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ch. ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅΚέ  LƴŘŜŜŘ ǎƻ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ L ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳǘ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŘŜǾƛces and that 
certainly could not be the issue.  Michael repeated the question several times but I assured him I had them in correctly.  
The shiny side was up on the old battery and I put the shiny side up on the new one.  I then spent more time trying to get 
the car to recognize the FOB without success.  I at least could get the car started using the slot in the glove box and would 
be able to make the parade.  However, I was not happy because something was not right. 
 
Later in the afternoon, having tried everything else I could think off I switched the battery from shiny side up to shiny side 
ŘƻǿƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ L ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇΣ ŘŀƳƴΧ  L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ 
he was sure that is what it was all along.  ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ǎƪ ƳŜ Ƙƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿέΦ 
 
Richard 

October 
Birthdays 

 
Melissa Quebodeaux 12-Nov 

Richard Plauche 18-Nov 

Claudette Mitchel 21-Nov 

David DeSalvo 29-Nov 

Rosalind 
East-
Cambeilh 20-Nov 

Richard Edwards 26-Nov 

 
 

 
Membership Report 

 

Regular ς 59 
Auxiliary ς 7 
Honorary ς 11 
 
Please welcome new members: 
Craig and Judy Gifford ς 2009 Black Coupe 
Richard and Marie Edwards ς 2003 Spiral 
Gray Roadster 
 
Please send in your membership renewal 
to Richie Plauche  
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Bob and Jimmie Leeds take ñBest Corvetteò 

in Thibodaux 

 
From a field of almost 100 corvettes at Cajun Corvette 

Clubôs Thibodaux Fall Festival, Bob and Jimmie thought 

they had been left out, not being called for a ñTop 50ò 

award or any of the ñBest ofò categories. 

 

I should have had my camera ñat the readyò so I could 

share the expression on their faces when the announcer 

called out: ñBest Corvette goes to: their car number, a jet 

stream blue, Z06, owned by Bob & Jimmie Leeds.ò 

 

Bob scrambled off the steps for a couple of strides, but quickly adopted the gait of a ñstately gentlemenò all 

the way to the awards table.  The big grin on his face gave him away, though. 

 

This culminated a wonderful show.  Crescent City was well represented and as 

always we enjoyed visiting with friends and partaking of the great Cajun food. 

 

Felix 

 

PS: Mike Leeds, Ken Centola, Joe Jones and I 

received ñTop 50ò awards 
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HANGAR PARTY TO HONOR VETERANS  

On Sunday, October 23, 2011, Chuck and Kay Sabadie hosted a fantastic Hangar Party and Dance to honor the 
Veterans of the various wars fought by our country. The invited guests included World War II Veterans, and those 
from the Korean War, Vietnam War, Desert Shield, and Desert Storm. We also honored the women and men who are 
fighting in the Middle East at this time. 

The day started out with the parking of several beautiful Corvettes from the Greater New Orleans Corvette Club, 
Crescent City Corvette Club, and Northshore Corvette Club. There was also one Viper and a beautiful Mustang. They 
were parked on either side of the hangar, located off of Airport Road in Slidell. 

Chuck Sabadie, our Master of Ceremonies, had a very nice program planned which included the reason why Slidell, as 
a community, sponsors this fantastic tribute and parade to honor the Veterans. He also had some patriotic ladies who 
talked about the goodie boxes that they send to soldiers in the Middle East. Another very touching part of the 
ceremony was a reading of how a table is set up to honor a Mia-POW. It was very heartfelt and sobering. Each plate 
and position of the glass and silverware held a special meaning. 

Following this wonderful presentation, the meals were served. The meals items were donated by various members of 
the Slidell community. There was delicious beef donated by Bad to the Bone, jambalaya from South Side Café, ice 
cream from Blue Bell, carrot soufflé from Piccadilly and also a red, white, and blue decorated cake. The meals were 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ Yŀȅ {ŀōŀŘƛŜΣ /ƘǳŎƪΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƭƛŘŜƭƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 

Following the meal, there was another touching presentation made by a gentleman who served in the Desert Storm 
war. He told us many stories about leadership, and the team spirit. He was very entertaining and made us very proud 
to be Americans. After his speech, Chuck recognized all of the veterans who attended the afternoon party and 
thanked them for their service and hard work that they devoted to keep our country strong and safe. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 5 WΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴŘ 9ǊŀΣ рлΩǎΦ ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ǌƻƭƭ Σ ŀƴŘ 
even some modern country music.  

I want to thank Chuck and Kay for orchestrating and planning every detail of this wonderful, patriotic event. It was 
like a homecoming for me, because Kay was our Color Guard Captain when I marched in the Bleu Raeders many years 
ago, and Chuck was a horn player in the Drum Corps. Kay stood in my wedding when I married Marty Hurley in 1975, 
so it was a very special time for me to see Kay and Chuck and remember the impact that my beloved Marty made on 
so many young people and musicians in his short time here on Earth. Marty was the Percussion Arranger and 
Composer, and taught the award winning drum line for several years, and especially when we made it into the Top 12 
drum corps of the nation, Drum Corps International, the first year that the Bleu Raeders was formed. The Corvette 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 5ǊǳƳ /ƻǊǇǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΧǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎǳŜǎǎΚ 

It was a truly happy and fun day, and the weather was perfect, sunny, dry, and moderately cool. We look forward to 
attending this wonderful event next year and to riding a veteran in the parade in Slidell on November 6. Thank you, 
veterans, for everything that you have done and are still doing to keeping America the greatest country in the world! 
God Bless America! 

Kathy Culbertson 

Corvette Reporter 
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±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ tŀǊŀŘŜ bƻǾΦ с ƛƴ {ƭƛŘŜƭƭ 

Many thanks to Ralph for organizing the event again this year. 
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Ridgewood Homecoming 
 

 
Members of the CCCC supported Ridgewood H.S. Homecoming by providing the chariots to convey the Queens 
around the stadium.  Richie Plauche organized the event and members participating were Felix, Jackie, Bill Geisler, 
Ken Centola, Wayne, Michael, Richie and me.  The evening was a little chilly and sitting on the metal bleachers was 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻƭŘΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ Ǌǳƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ CŜƭƛȄΩǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ 
fall in line in the parade.  When we made it back to the staging area and the Queens were getting out I see Felix 
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ƘŜŀǊΣ άL ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜέΦ  The fathers of the Queens were their 
escorts and one lucky father got to drive his daughter in the parade, which really made his day.   
 
{ƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ŀƳōǳƭŀƴŎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŎƘŜŜǊƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
said they were doing one of those maneuvers where they are thrown up in the air and then caught but someone 
missed and the young lady landed on the hard track surface.  I have always worried about that possibility. 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ food.   
 
Richard 
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Trail of the Pig ς Bob Darcey 

October 22, 2011, found us on the road to Little Rock, Arkansas, but this was not just another road trip! We 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŀƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƎέΗ !ŦǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǘŜƭ rooms, planning 
ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅΦ ! ƭƻƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ /ƻǊǾŜǘǘŜǎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΧ 

This was our first attempt at planning and leading a Confederation event. I have to admit I was nervous as 
we pulled out of the lot at the Café Du Monde, in Metairie. How would we keep the group together? I had 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǊŀǾŀƴ wǳƭŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ 

hǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ IŀƳƳƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ ±ƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎ ǿŜƴǘ ǿŜƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
wƻǊƪ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ LΩŘ ƘƻǇŜŘΦ {ǘƛƭƭΣ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƻŎƪ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
Ŧǳƭƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΗ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ Ŧǳƴ ōŜƎŀƴΦ 

On Sunday, October 23rd, we drove some nice back roads to Hot Springs where we spent the day 
sightseeing, shopping and eating. My wife, Elisha, decided she wanted us to walk up the Mountain to the 
observation tower (about a two mile hike from town and up 600 feet in elevation). We made it and then 
she remembered my heart problems and made us take a Taxi down the hill. Almost everyone else DROVE 
up the hill to find one of the curviest roads of the trip. The only blemish of the day was a meeting between 
a certain red & white Corvette and a Dodge Ram pickup truck. 

Monday was the day to run the Trail of the Pig. We took I-40 to Ozark, ARK., and turned north onto Hwy 23. 
We paused at the Turner Bend Store for Pigs Trail merchandise and then we were off! Elisha drove the first 
leg and then I took over when we turned onto Hwy 16. Our intended lunch stop at the Cliffhouse Inn was 
aborted because we were fifteen minutes late and our tables were given to others, 

Now, how do you find a restaurant that can handle 60 people and provide safe parking on the spur of the 
moment, in the middle of nowhere? You let Buddy Gegenheimer lose! Within ten minutes he had found 
just what we needed ς the Ozark Café, in Jasper, Ark. They seated us, fed us and had us on our way in just 
90 minutes! Thanks to Buddy for a successful mission.  

Getting to our dinner spot on Monday night was interesting. Conflicts between our GPS units and printed 
directions had me make, not one U-turn, but THREE! (I know Felix is jealous) We eventually found the 
restaurant and had a great meal. After giving out some awards we all went back to the hotel and did some 
ōŜƴŎƘ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƭƻōōȅΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ 

Lessons learned: 

1. Nothing ever goes exactly as planned. 
2. !ƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǇƭŀƴ .έ 
3. Rest stops that look great on the internet dƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǎƻ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΗ 
4. GM GPS (correct) and Microsoft Streets and Trips (incorrect) will never completely agree 
5. wŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜΧŀƴŘ ǿŜ 5L5Η 

Thanks to everyone that helped!  
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Hot Springs Bath House and Museum 

Graffiti at the Top of the Mountain ς  
Wendy had a long walk home 
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The Jasper Police wanted to speak to Bob 

about impounding his car.  That prank had 

Gordonôs fingerprints all over it. 


